
 

Welcome to Mr. Smith’s Government Class! 

2018-2019 

 

Course Description: This course focuses on the principles and beliefs upon which 

the United States was founded and on the structure, functions, and powers of 

government at the national, state, and local levels. Students learn major political 

ideas and forms of government in history. A significant focus of the course is on 

the U.S. Constitution, its underlying principles and ideas, and the form of 

government it created. Students analyze major concepts of republicanism, 

federalism, checks and balances, separation of powers, popular sovereignty, and 

individual rights, and they compare the U.S. system of government with other 

political systems. 

 

We are going to have an exciting school year at West Brook High School! I look 

forward to working with each and every one of you! There are a total of 4 units (14 

topics). More details are provided on the specific units covered on the unit sheet. 

Today we will discuss what the rules and procedures are for this class. YOU are 

RESPONSIBLE for keeping up with your work.  

 

Classroom Rules  

 

1) When the bell rings for you to come to this classroom, you will wait outside 

the door.  

2) Do not leave to go to your next classroom until I have dismissed the class. 

The bell does not dismiss you.  

3) Go to the restroom before the tardy bell rings. • If you have time to talk to 

your friends during transition from one class to another, then you have time 

to go to the restroom.  

 • The restroom doors will be locked during class. They will be unlocke 

   during transition.  

  

4) Follow directions the first time you are told.  

5) Work quietly without disturbing others.  

6) Put all supplies back in their spot when time is up.  

7) Respect the classroom environment and those around you.  

8) Food, drinks, gum, and candy are NOT allowed in this classroom at any 

time.  
 

 



 

9) Unless I have instructed the class that cell phones can/will be used for a 

specific classroom assignment/activity, the cell phones will NOT be used in 

the classroom. 

• I understand there are emergencies from time to time. If a parent 

needs to get in touch with you or you need to contact your parent this 

must be done in the front office, NOT on your cell phone.  

  

 

Classroom Procedures  

 

1) When you come into the room, you need to be in your seat before the tardy 

bell rings.  

2) Go to the restroom before the tardy bell rings. 

 If you have time to talk to your friends during transition from one 

class to another, then you have time to go to the restroom.  

3) Start on your warm up that is on the projector screen before the tardy bell 

rings.  

4) When turning in an assignment, find the corresponding class period tray. I 

will grade these papers, and put them in your student file.  

5) You may look at your assignments that have been graded, but the 

assignments stay in the classroom.  

6) You will take notes in this classroom.  

 

Daily Work and Tests  

 

• Daily Work is weighted as 40% towards your 9 weeks grade.  

• Tests are weighted as 60% toward your 9 weeks grade.  

 

Assignments and Classwork Policy  

 

If a classroom assignment is not completed on time you will be given a slip 

detailing the reasons why it was not finished. This is documentation for my records 

and also for your parents to review (It will be sent home). The form is provided on 

page 4. 
 



Behavior Expectations  

 

Just as you are responsible for completing your assignments, you are also 

responsible for treating every other student in this classroom with the utmost 

respect. Repeated failure to follow this as well as classroom rules and procedures 

will result in behavior documentation that will be placed in your file as well as a 

phone call home to your parent(s)/legal guardian(s).  

 

Tutorials  

 

Morning tutorials are Monday to Thursday from 6:50 to 7:10. Afternoon tutorials 

are Mondays and Wednesdays in the Study Island computer labs in F hall from 

2:45 to 3:45.  

 

NOTE: If students do not come to afternoon tutorials on time and let’s say they are 

15 minutes late then after school tutorials will be canceled. Also, the same 

behavior expectations, school policies, classroom rules, and classroom procedures 

are expected to be followed after school as well (ex: no loitering after school 

hours). If you are not working on an assignment and you are “hanging out” during 

tutorials you will be asked to get started on the assignment(s). If you do not do this, 

you will be asked to leave. 

  

Required Materials  

 

1. binder  

2. pencil  

3. pens  

4. highlighters  

5. loose leaf notebook paper (college or wide ruled)  

 

Contact Information  

 

Mr. Steven Smith  

Applied Science Teacher  

West Brook High School  

409-617-5500  

 



Date: _________________________  
Printed Name: _____________________  
Class Period: ________________________  
 
 

Missing Assignments 
Documentation! 

 
Completing your assignment is your responsibility as a student.  
 
Missing Assignment: ________________________________________________  
 
I do not have my assignment today because:  
 

________ I chose not to do my assignment.  
________ I forgot to do my assignment.  
________ Other—please explain below.  
 

____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
Signature ___________________________________________________ 
 



Syllabus Signature Page 

 
I have read Mr. Smith’s syllabus and reviewed it with my 
parents. 
  
Student signature ___________________________________________________ 

 
Parent signature ____________________________________________________ 

 

Date __________________________________ 


